
Your SUV
Buying Guide
Find the best SUV for you



The SUV is now firmly 
atop Australia’s most 
wanted cars list.
If an SUV has been on your mind, now could be the ideal 
time to make your move. It’s a buyer’s market, with deals 
galore on offer. Plus, it’s your chance to get set for more 
road trips and holidays in your own backyard.

With so many choices out there, here are a few factors to 
guide your research and help you find the best SUV for you.



Begin with a budget
Naturally, your budget is the starting point that will help 
hone your search. Our novated leasing calculator can 
help you estimate your weekly repayments for different 
car prices.

Key variables influencing the price of SUVs include size 
and drive type – keep reading for more info.

TIP:
Many of our customers tell us that the structure 
and tax savings of a novated lease enabled them to 
get a better car than they originally thought possible.

Your dedicated novated leasing consultant can provide 
you with an indicative quote, showing your vehicle 
package cost per pay period and estimated tax savings.

https://www.nlc.com.au/products/finance/novated-lease/novated-calculator


Size matters
With an SUV, it’s a matter of finding one that’s ‘just right’, 
rather than thinking bigger equals better.

All SUVs offer a high ride height and flexible interior 
layout, with anything from five to eight seats depending 
on the size and model.

To avoid spending more than you need to, be realistic 
about the type of driving your lifestyle requires.



Large, medium or small?
If you’re planning to take regular road trips or usually 
have lots of passengers and large cargo to carry, then a 
larger SUV will be welcome. Large SUVs are also what 
off-road adventure-lovers will be focusing on.

However, if you’re more likely to be zipping around city 
streets, a compact SUV may be more your style. It will 
also cost you less upfront and to run.

Medium SUVs are the best-selling category, increasingly 
popular as family vehicles. They build on the compact 
SUV concept, offering even more comfort and cargo 
capacity. Often there’s an option for an engine that 
packs a little more punch (such as a V6 as opposed to 
a 4cyl), and moderate off-road capability.



Once you’ve landed on the right size class, here are some 
other things to consider:

•  Is your preference more cabin room for rear-seat 
passengers, or more boot space? The interior layouts of 
SUVs differ in what they prioritise.

•  To check the comfort and roominess of the back seats, 
you may wish to enlist some passengers for your test drive.

•  Take note of the lift-over height into the boot – you want 
to make sure it’s practical for everyday use.

TIP:
When you buy through us, you won’t feel pressured into a 
particular brand. We’re independent, working our nationwide 
buying power across any make or model in Australia to get 
you a better price on the new car of your choice.



Going green
To get an idea of how economical (or otherwise) your 
vehicle will be to run, take a look at the Australian 
Government’s Green Vehicle Guide.

If city driving is your main thing, hybrids are an option 
worth exploring.

Safety first
Research and list the safety features that are important to 
you, and check what comes standard to help you select 
your preferred brand or vehicle variant.

Did you know?

One of the benefits of a novated lease is that you can 
save the GST on running costs, meaning you pay 10% 
less for fuel.

https://www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au/


Which wheel drive?
It’s also important to decide whether you need two-wheel 
drive (2WD), four-wheel drive (4WD) or all-wheel drive (AWD).

Let’s examine.

With 2WD, the engine’s power is commonly channelled to 
the front wheels (also referred to as FWD). This is best suited 
to motoring around urban areas.

With 4WD and AWD, torque is supplied to all four wheels. 
AWD vehicles have a four-wheel drive system designed to 
maximise road traction.

4WD is typically found in large SUV 4x4 vehicles that are 
more inclined for off-road situations, and the driver may 
be required to engage the four-wheel drive system.



4x4 On Demand signifies a part time 4WD system which 
runs in two-wheel drive on the road because that’s all 
that’s needed for performance and safety on a high 
grip surface (particularly when cornering). Full time 4x4s 
are specifically engineered to cope with driving all four 
wheels all the time, on or off-road.

The drive type does influence vehicle price, so it pays 
to consider your needs.

While there are differences between manufacturers, 
4WD tends to signify a more ‘heavy duty’ system, 

while AWD is less rugged and more suited for everyday 
driving with occassional dirt or mild off-road use.



Weigh up the warranty
If you’re having trouble deciding on your ideal vehicle, 
factoring in the value offered by the manufacturer 
warranty may help. A quick online search will help you 
compare warranty periods and inclusions at a glance.

Tech it out
Again, check out what’s included as standard. 
You’ll most likely want at least a 7- 8-inch touchscreen, 
plus Apple CarPlay / Android Auto integration.



Next steps
With a winning combination of spaciousness, 
versatility and performance, it’s no wonder the 
popularity of the SUV is booming.

See deals 

Check out our latest exclusive SUV specials today. 

When you’re ready to try one on for size, we can take 
care of everything for you, from organising test drives, 
negotiating a better price, and arranging paperwork 
and delivery of your new car – any make or model.

https://www.nlc.com.au/novated-new-car-specials
https://www.nlc.com.au/novated-new-car-specials


nlc.com.au/deals1800 652 652
V112020

https://www.nlc.com.au/novated-new-car-specials

